
New wireless communications technologies are changing the way we live and work. This fact is particularly 
evident at MIT, thanks to the presence of two conditions: 1) the very high percentage of laptop computer 
ownership on campus; and 2) the existence of one of the most pervasive wireless Internet networks on 
earth, which includes over 2,800 access points and was completed at the end of October 2005.

The iSPOTS project, developed by the SENSEable City Laboratory in collaboration with Information 
Services and Technology, aims at describing changes in living and working at MIT by mapping the 
dynamics of the wireless network in real-time. Thus, the complex and dispersed individual movement 
patterns that make up the daily life of the campus can be revealed, helping to answer many questions: 
Which physical spaces are preferred for work in the MIT community? How could future physical planning of 
the campus suit the community's changing needs? Which location-based services would be most helpful 
for students and academics?

Also, as many cities around the world are launching extensive wireless initiatives, the analysis of the MIT 
environment could provide valuable insights for the future. Will today's MIT be tomorrow's norm?
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